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Length: 2 acts.
Why did the US intelligence services fail so spectacularly to know about the
Soviet Union's nuclear capabilities following World War II? As Vince Houghton,
historian and curator of the International Spy Museum in Washington, DC, shows
us, that disastrous failure came just a few years after the Manhattan Project's
intelligence team had penetrated the Third Reich and knew every detail of the
Nazi 's plan for an atomic bomb. What changed and what went wrong?
Houghton's delightful retelling of this fascinating case of American spy
ineffectiveness in the then new field of scientific intelligence provides us with a
new look at the early years of the Cold War. During that time, scientific
intelligence quickly grew to become a significant portion of the CIA budget as it
struggled to contend with the incredible advance in weapons and other scientific
discoveries immediately after World War II. As Houghton shows, the abilities of
the Soviet Union's scientists, its research facilities and laboratories, and its
educational system became a key consideration for the CIA in assessing the
threat level of its most potent foe. Sadly, for the CIA scientific intelligence was
extremely difficult to do well. For when the Soviet Union detonated its first atomic
bomb in 1949, no one in the American intelligence services saw it coming.
Longlisted for the Man Booker Prize 'Good God, thought Oliver, as he saw the
smile. She thinks I'm him! And all at once he knew it was so. He was Dr Norman
Wilfred.' On the sunlit Greek island of Skios, the Fred Toppler Foundation's
annual lecture is to be given by Dr Norman Wilfred, the world-famous authority
on the scientific organisation of science. He turns out to be surprisingly young
and charming - not at all the intimidating figure they had been expecting. The
Foundation's guests are soon eating out of his hand. So, even sooner, is Nikki,
the attractive and efficient organiser. Meanwhile, in a remote villa at the other end
of the island, Nikki's old school-friend Georgie waits for the notorious chancer she
has rashly agreed to go on holiday with, and who has only too characteristically
failed to turn up. Trapped in the villa with her, by an unfortunate chain of
misadventure, is a balding old gent called Dr Norman Wilfred, who has lost his
whereabouts, his luggage, his temper and increasingly all normal sense of reality
- everything he possesses apart from the flyblown text of a well-travelled lecture
on the scientific organisation of science... And as the time draws ever nearer for
one or other Dr Wilfred - or possibly both - to give the eagerly awaited lecture, so
Skios - Greece - Europe - career off their appointed track. Longlisted for the Man
Booker Prize, Skios is a story of mislaid identity, misdirected passion and
miscalculated consequences. Michael Frayn is also the celebrated author of
fifteen plays including Noises Off, Copenhagen and Afterlife. His other bestselling
novels include Headlong, which was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize and
Spies, which won the Whitbread Best Novel Award.
In the quiet cul-de-sac where Keith and Stephen live the only immediate signs of
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the Second World War are the blackout at night and a single random bombsite.
But the two boys start to suspect all is not as it seems when one day Keith
announces a disconcerting discovery: the Germans have infiltrated his own
family. And when the secret underground world they have dreamed up emerges
from the shadows they find themselves engulfed in mysteries far deeper and
more painful than they had bargained for. Winner of the Whitbread Novel of the
Year Award.
LONGLISTED FOR THE HWA DEBUT CROWN 2018 'Brilliantly paced, moving,
thoughtful and sharp. Loved it.' Renée Knight, author of Disclaimer 'Bitter, yes,
but also sweet - and moving, and searching, and quietly devastating: a novel to
detonate the heart' A.J. Finn, author of The Woman in the Window 'Wonderful . . .
It's a very painful story but told with a kind of lightness and grace. Francesca
Jakobi completely inhabits Gilda, in all her pain and obsession, all her selfdeception and self-sabotage. An absolutely astonishing first novel' Michael
Frayn, author of Spies 'Bitter is stormingly good, deliciously addictive, as gripping
as Zoe Heller's Notes on A Scandal. It's got to be the beach read of 2018!' Peter
Bradshaw, Guardian Film Critic 'Gloriously sinister and yet heartbreaking.
Brilliant' Nicci Cloke, author of Close Your Eyes It's 1969, and while the summer
of love lingers in London, Gilda is consumed by the mistakes of her past. She
walked out on her beloved son Reuben when he was just a boy and fears he'll
never forgive her. When Reuben marries a petite blonde gentile, Gilda takes it as
the ultimate rejection. Her cold, distant son seems transformed by love - a love
she's craved his entire adult life. What does his new wife have that she doesn't?
And how far will she go to find out? It's an obsession that will bring shocking
truths about the past to light . . . Bitter is a beautiful and devastating novel about
the decisions that define our lives, the fragility of love and the bond between
mother and son.
Playing for time explores connections between theatre time, the historical
moment and fictional time. Geraldine Cousin persuasively argues that a crucial
characteristic of contemporary British theatre is its preoccupation with instability
and danger, and traces images of catastrophe and loss in a wide range of recent
plays and productions. The diversity of the texts that are examined is a major
strength of the book. In addition to plays by contemporary dramatists, Cousin
analyses staged adaptations of novels, and productions of plays by Euripides,
Strindberg and Priestley. A key focus is Stephen Daldry's award-winning revival
of Priestley's An Inspector Calls, which is discussed in relation both to other
Priestley 'time' plays and to Caryl Churchill's apocalyptic Far Away. Lost children
are a recurring motif: Bryony Lavery's Frozen, for example, is explored in the
context of the Soham murders (which took place while the play was in production
at the National Theatre), whilst three virtually simultaneous productions of
Euripides' Hecuba are interpreted with regard to the Beslan massacre of
schoolchildren.
This small book contains two study guides on 'Fahrenheit 451' by Ray Bradbury
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and 'Spies' by Michael Frayn. The study guides are designed to assist English
students to write essays on the novels. The 'Fahrenheit 451' guide includes
character notes, key quotations, symbolism, comprehension questions, summary
of 'The hearth and the Salamander, ' and characteristics of this future world. The
'Spies' guide includes summaries of chapters 1-3 and comprehension exercises
on the theme of Reality in the text
This comprehensive volume provides a wealth of information with annotated listings of
more than 3,500 titles—a broad sampling of books on the war years 1939-1945.
Includes both fiction and nonfiction works about all aspects of the war. Professional
resources for educators aligned to the educational standards for social studies;
technical references; periodicals and electronic resources; a directory of WWII
museums, memorials, and other institutions; and topics for exploration complement this
excellent library and classroom resource.
Bit of a wide boy, Terry. Got a spot of form, eye for the ladies, a real rough diamond
some might say. Not without his virtues, though, as his campaign for open government
shows. No secrets, that's Terry's secret. Allied to charm, that is, of course. Only one
person finds it easy to resist his charm and counter his arguments and that's Hilary one of the serious and dedicated young Civil Servants working in the Home Office in
Westminster, who just happens to know the truth about the case in which Terry is
currently interested. She despises him and everything he stands for. But then why is
she to be found one evening walking through the back streets behind the Strand, to the
run-down block where Terry's pressure group has its headquarters? Now You Know
takes on government campaigns, ambitious civil servants and determined pressure
groups with Frayn's trade-mark wit. Michael Frayn's other novels include Headlong,
which was shortlisted for the Booker Prize, and Spies, which won the Whitbread Best
Novel Award.
Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize Headlong begins when Martin Clay, a young
would-be art historian, believes he has discovered a missing masterpiece. The owner of
the painting is oblivious to its potential and asks Martin to help him sell it, leaving Martin
with the chance of a lifetime: if he could only separate the painter from its owner, he
would be able to perform a great public service, to make his professional reputation,
perhaps even rather a lot of money as well. But is the painting really what Martin
believes it to be? As Martin is drawn further into this moral and intellectual labyrinth,
events start to spiral out of control . . . Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, Whitbread
Novel Award and the James Tait Black Memorial Prize for fiction, Headlong is an
ingeniously comic thriller that follows a young philosophy lectuerer's obsessive race
through the art world in search of an elusive masterpiece. Michael Frayn's other novels
include Spies, which won the Whitbread Best Novel award, and Skios, which was
longlisted for the Booker Prize.
The twentieth-century English novel encompasses a vast body of work, and one of the
most important and most widely read genres of literature. Balancing close readings of
particular novels with a comprehensive survey of the last century of published fiction,
this Companion introduces readers to more than a hundred major and minor novelists.
It demonstrates continuities in novel-writing that bridge the century's pre- and post-War
halves and presents leading critical ideas about English fiction's themes and forms. The
essays examine the endurance of modernist style throughout the century, the role of
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nationality and the contested role of the English language in all its forms, and the
relationships between realism and other fictional modes: fantasy, romance, science
fiction. Students, scholars and readers will find this Companion an indispensable guide
to the history of the English novel.
?????:??????,????????????,????????????,????????853??????“??”???,?????????????
???????????,????????????????????????????,????DL.
Designed to meet the requirements for students at IGCSE and A level, this accessible
educational edition offers the complete text of Spies with a comprehensive study guide.
Highlights of Andrew Bruff's guide include: - detailed analyses of character, setting and
theme; - close examination of the novel's plot, structure and narrative techniques; - key
quotations and activities both for the student working alone and in the classroom. In the
quiet cul-de-sac where Keith and Stephen live the only immediate signs of the Second
World War are the blackout at night and a single random bomb site. But the two boys
start to suspect all is not as it seems when one day Keith announces a disconcerting
discovery: the Germans have infiltrated his own family. And when the secret
underground world they have dreamed up emerges from the shadows they find
themselves engulfed in mysteries far deeper and more painful than they had bargained
for.
Songs of Ourselves Volume 1: IGCSE Literature STUDY GUIDE (CIE-0486) 15 Set
Poems for 2017-2019 This study guide comprises: 15 Worksheets 9 Model Responses
15 Imaginative Writing Tasks; one for each poem 15 Poems are provided with
Stylistic/poetic devices 15 Poems are provided with themes, tone, and mood 94 IGCSE
Exam-Style Questions for Practice 90 Exam-Style Questions for Spies by Michael
Frayn; A supplementary Section The set 15 poems are: Fleur Adcock, 'For Heidi With
Blue Hair.' James K Baxter, 'Elegy For My Father's Father.' Elizabeth Bishop, 'One Art.'
Boey Kim Cheng, 'Reservist.' Emily Bronte, 'Cold In The Earth.' Robert Browning,
'Meeting At Night' Emily Dickinson, 'Because I Could Not Stop For Death.' Philip Larkin,
'The Trees' Charlotte Mew, 'The Trees Are Down.' Grace Nichols, 'Praise Song For My
Mother.' Wilfred Owen, 'Anthem For Doomed Youth.' Siegfried Sassoon, 'Attack.'
Stephen Spender, 'My Parents' Alfred, Lord Tennyson, 'Song: Tears, Idle Tears.' Hone
Tuwhare, 'Friend.' WITH SUPPLEMENTARY SECTION Spies by Michael Frayn IGCSE
90 exam-style Questions for Prose Section
Shows how central the Second World War still is to post-war writing. Focusing on the upsurge
of interest in the Second World War in recent British novels, this monograph explores the ways
in which secrecy and secret work - including code-breaking, espionage and special operations
- have been approached in representations of the war. It considers established writers,
including Muriel Spark, Sarah Waters and Kazuo Ishiguro, as well as newer voices, such as Liz
Jensen and Peter Ho Davies. The examination of the after-effects of involvement in secret
work, inter-generational secrets in a domestic context, political allegiance and sexuality shows
how issues of loyalty, deception and betrayal are brought into focus in these novels.
A comprehensive guide to the very best award winning fiction.
Guiding students to VCE success, year after year...Victoria's most popular study guides,
Cambridge Checkpoints VCE, are updated regularly to incorporate recent official exams and
changes to the VCE study design, providing you with the most-up-to-date exam preparation
available.
'A love affair through an interpreter,' said Raya. 'That's a very cultured prospect.' Raya is a
mercurial Moscow blonde who speaks no English, and the affair she is embarking upon is with
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Gordon Proctor-Gould, a visiting British businessman who speaks no Russian. They need an
interpreter; which is how Paul Manning is diverted from writing his thesis at Moscow university
to become involved in all the deceptions of love and East-West relations.
He knows everything about her before they meet; more about her nine novels that she does
herself. He has devoted his life to studying and teaching them and yet he is four times as
clever as she is. Now, as she steps off the train in London, something about her in the flesh
sets him thinking. Maybe he has a chance to resolve the one remaining mystery at the heart of
things. . . Through a series of letters sent by a minor English Literature academic to his old
friend in Australia, Frayn combines a vivid and moving study of obsession, with a witty and
playful account of what it's like to be on the fringes of the creative process. Michael Frayn is
the celebrated author of fifteen plays including Noises Off, Copenhagen and Afterlife. His
bestselling novels include Headlong, which was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, Spies,
which won the Whitbread Best Novel Award and Skios, which was longlisted for the Man
Booker Prize.
'An unknown place.' This was what Michael Frayn's children called the shadowy landscape of
the past from which their family had emerged. Shortlisted for the Costa Book Awards, My
Father's Fortune sets out to rediscover that lost land before all trace of it finally disappears
beyond recall. As Frayn tries to see it through the eyes of his parents and the others who
shaped his life, he comes to realise how little he ever knew or understood about them. This is
above all the story of his father, the quick-witted boy from a poor and struggling family, who
overcame disadvantages and shouldered many burdens to make a go of his life; who found
happiness, had it snatched away from him, and in the end, after many difficulties, perhaps
found it again. Father and son were in some ways incredibly alike, in others ridiculously
different; and the journey back down the corridors of time is sometimes comic, sometimes
painful, as Michael Frayn comes to see how much he has inherited from his father and makes
one or two surprising discoveries along the way. Michael Frayn is the celebrated author of
fifteen plays including Noises Off, Copenhagen and Afterlife. His bestselling novels include
Headlong, which was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, Spies, which won the Whitbread
Best Novel Award and Skios, which was longlisted for the Man Booker Prize.
From the bestselling author of Headlong, a mesmerizing novel about secrecy, imagination, and
a child's game turned deadly earnest The sudden trace of a disturbing, forgotten aroma
compels Stephen Wheatley to return to the site of a dimly remembered but troubling childhood
summer in wartime London. As he pieces together his scattered images, we are brought back
to a quiet, suburan street where two boys, Keith and his sidekick-Stephen-are engaged in their
own version of the war effort: spying on the neighbors, recording their movements, ferreting out
their secrets. But when Keith utters six shocking words, the boys' game of espionage takes a
sinister and unintended turn. A wife's simple errands and a family's ordinary rituals-once the
focus of childish speculation-become the tragic elements of adult catastrophe. In gripping
prose, charged with emotional intensity, Spies reaches into the moral confusion of youth to
reveal a reality filled with deceptions and betrayals, where the bonds of friendship, marriage,
and family are unravelled by cowardice and erotic desire. Master illusionist Michael Frayn
powerfully demonstrates, yet again, that what appears to be happening in front of our eyes
often turns out to be something we can't see at all.

Based on Insight's English for Year 12 CD-ROM articles with NEW material in
Exploring the Context and Writing on the Context. Texts covered: A Streetcar
named Desire, Enduring Love, Eternal Sunshine of a Spotless Mind, and The
Shark Net
The whole world at the touch of your finger - why ever leave the imaginary realm
of your mobile phone? But this book is even better. Anything but analogue, Magic
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Mobile is the latest offering of comic genius from Michael Frayn, the author of
Matchbox Theatre and Pocket Playhouse. 'Michael Frayn is the most
philosophical comic writer - and the most comic philosophical writer - of our time.'
Daily Mail
The true and remarkable story of the English spy who ended up playing for
Spartak Moscow.
SpiesFaber & Faber Limited
Literary ombudsman John Crace never met an important book he didnt like to
deconstruct.From Salman Rushdie to John Grisham, Crace retells the big books
in just 500 bitingly satirical words, pointing his pen at the clunky plots, stylistic tics
and pretensions to Big Ideas, as he turns publishers golden dream books into
dross. In the grand tradition of Tom Lehrer and Stan Freberg, Crace takes the
books that produce the most media hype and retells each story in its authors
inimitable style. Philip Roth, Don Delillo, Margaret Drabble, Paul Auster, Alice
Sebold, John Updike, Tom Wolfe, Ruth Rendell, A.S. Byatt, John LeCarre,
Michael Crichton and Ian McEwan all emerge delightfully scathed in this book
that makes it easy to talk knowingly about books youve never bothered to read
or, for that matter, should have.
In mid-career, Michael Frayn took up his old trade of journalism, and wrote a
series of occasional articles for the Observer about some of the places in the
world that interested him. He wanted to describe 'not the extraordinary but the
ordinary, the typical, the everyday', and his accounts became the starting point
for some of the novels and plays he wrote later. From a kibbutz in Israel to
summer rains in Japan, bicycles in Cambridge to Notting Hill at the end of the
1950s, they are glimpses of a world that sometimes seems tantalisingly familiar,
sometimes vanished forever. Michael Frayn is the celebrated author of fifteen
plays including Noises Off, Copenhagen and Afterlife. His bestselling novels
include Headlong, which was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, Spies, which
won the Whitbread Best Novel Award and Skios, which was longlisted for the
Man Booker Prize. "All writers of fiction should be required by law to go out and
do a bit of reporting from time to time, just to remind them how different the real
world in front of their eyes is from the invented world behind them." Michael
Frayn 'Whether he's on a kibbutz or a bicycle, Frayn makes acute observations
and the writing is enchanting.' Conde Nast Traveller
In the quiet cul-de-sac where Keith and Stephen live the only immediate signs of
the Second World War are the blackout at night and a single random bombsite.
But the two boys start to suspect that all is not what it seems when one day Keith
announces a disconcerting discovery: the Germans have infiltrated his own
family. And when the secret underground world they have dreamed up emerges
from the shadows they find themselves engulfed in mysteries far deeper and
more painful than they had bargained for. 'Bernard Shaw couldn't do it, Henry
James couldn't do it, but the ingenious English author Michael Frayn does do it:
write novels and plays with equal success ... Frayn's novel excels.' John updike,
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New Yorker 'A beautifully accomplished, richly nostalgic novel about supposed
second-world-war espionage seen through the eyes of a young boy.' Sunday
Times 'Deeply satisfying . . . Frayn has written nothing better.' Independent
Heaven, reported St John in Revelation, was a cubical city 12,000 furlongs high
made of 'pure gold, like unto clear glass'. That was 1,900 years ago, and Heaven
today has changed out of all recognition. So discovers Howard Baker, who, after
a car accident on earth finds a celestial metropolis which offers rich opportunities
for leisure and enjoyment -- but one that also presents a moral and intellectual
challenge for the likes of modest, responsiible, likeable, educated men such as
Howard.
Michael Frayn is one of the great playwrights of our time, enjoying international
acclaim and prestige. This anthology contains three of Michael Frayn's bestknown titles: Copenhagen, Democracy and Afterlife, as well as an introduction by
the author and a chronology of his work.
Michael Frayn's classic novel is set in the crossword and nature notes
department of an obscure national newspaper during the declining years of Fleet
Street, John Dyson, a mid-level editor, dreams wistfully of fame and the
gentlemanly life -- until one day his great chance of glory arrives. But does he
have what it takes to succeed in the exciting world of television?
Why not programme computers to take over the really dull jobs that human
beings have to do - such as praying and behaving morally? At the William Morris
Institute of Automaton Research they are doing just that to free mankind for the
really stimulating and demanding tasks of living today - first and foremost the
impending visit of Her Majesty the Queen to open its new wing . . .
Set in West Germany in 1969, DEMOCRACY follows Willy Brandt as he begins
his brief but remarkable career as the first left-of-centre Chancellor for nearly
forty years. Always present but rarely noticed is Günter Guillaume, Brandt's
devoted personal assistant - and no less devoted in his other role, spying on
Brandt for the Stasi.
This book presents theological reflections on the changing nature of church
mission and Christian identity within a theology of 'blurred encounter' - a physical,
social, political and spiritual space where once solid hierarchies and patterns are
giving way to more fluid and in many ways unsettling exchanges. The issues
raised and dynamics explored apply to all socially-produced space, thus tending
to 'blur' that most fundamental of theological categories - namely urban vs. rural
theology. Engaging in a sharper way with some of the helpful but inevitably broadbrush conclusions raised by recent church-based reports (Mission-shaped
Church, Faithful Cities), the authors examine some of the practical and
theological implications of this research for the issue of effective management
and therefore church leadership generally. Speaking to practitioners in the field of
practical theology as well as those engaged in theological and ministerial training,
key voices encompass dimensions of power and conflict, and identify some of the
present and future opportunities and challenges to church/faith-based
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engagement and leadership arising from blurred encounters. Contributors practitioners and theorists - cover a wide spectrum of interdisciplinary
professional contexts and academic/denominational interests. Contributors
include: John Atherton, John Reader, Helen Cameron, Martyn Percy, Malcolm
Brown, Karen Lord, Clare McBeath and Margaret Goodall.
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