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World Philosophiesis a comprehensive survey of the world's philosophical and
religious traditions by one of our foremost religious thinkers. Ninian Smart
discusses notable figures such as Plato and Kierkegaard in the West, the
Buddha and Mao Zedong in Asia, Tempels and Knibanga in Africa, and Rodo
and Royce in America. Covering a wide range of topics including Indian ideas of
testimony and evidence, Chinese notions of moral development, Buddhist
concepts of cosmology and Latin American critiques of materialism, Smart sheds
new light on the astonishing diversity of philosophies that have developed
throughout history.
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The philosopher Paul Weiss once observed, "Philosophers let theories get in the
way of what they and everyone else know." For many, the very word
"philosophical" has become all but synonymous with "impractical". Yet whether
we like it or not, almost every corner of our lives—from dissertation writing to
channel surfing—brings us face to face with competing philosophies and world
views, each claiming to tell us definitively what it means to be human. How can
we know which one is right? And what difference does it make? To Robert
McTeigue, S.J., it makes every difference in the world. Consciously or not, we all
have a world view, and it decides how we live. In this book, McTeigue gives a
funny and invigorating crash course in practical logic, metaphysics, anthropology,
and ethics, equipping readers with a tool kit for breaking down and evaluating the
thought systems—some good, some toxic—that swirl around us, and even within
us. In McTeigue, classical philosophy finds a contemporary voice, accessible to
the layman and engaging to the scholar. Real Philosophy for Real People is an
answer to those philosophies that prize theory over truth, to any metaphysics that
cannot account for itself, to anthropologies that are unworthy of the human
person, and to ethical systems that reduce the great dignity and destiny of the
human person. As the author insists, "A key test of any philosophy is: Can it be
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lived?" With Thomas Aquinas, this book teaches not only how to know the truth,
but how to love it and to do it.
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This book focuses on the first and second stages of Soloveitchik’s philosophy,
through a systematic and detailed discussion of some of his essays. Schwartz
exposes the philosophical methodology of Soloveitchik's religious thought
(1945-1965).
Weaving her text around the symbolic wisdom of the ancient Greek myth of
Psyche and Eros, "Psyche's Yearning" intertwines contemporary perspectives on
the challenges of spiritual evolution in our time. Author Gillian Ross passionately
espouses the need for a new understanding of what it means to be human.
Besieged by the messages of consumerism, disillusioned with traditional religion,
and faced with the possibility of planetary disaster, our souls are more than ever
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yearning for purpose and a sense of wholeness and holiness in a fragmented
secular world. "Psyche's Yearning" addresses that crisis of meaning. It offers
guidance and inspiration on ways of transcending the pain and limitations of our
ego-driven, alienated selves and embracing our wider and deeper identities as
unique expressions of a universal Eros, or life force. Humankind is being called to
bring forth a new level of consciousness, and the next great hero in that
adventure needs to be the mystic. Mystical experiences are no longer the
prerogative of the saint or the shaman but the birthright of us all. It is a birthright
that must be claimed if we are to find the collective will to serve the community of
Earth and its myriad life forms with wisdom, compassion and joy.
Western culture has been moving away from its Christian roots for several
centuries but the turn from Christianity accelerated in the 20th century. At the
core of this decline is a loss of a sense of our own transcendence. Scientific
materialism has so seriously impacted our belief in human transcendence that
many people find it difficult to believe in God and the human soul. This antitranscendent perspective has not only cast its spell on the natural sciences,
psychology, philosophy, and literature, it has also negatively impacted popular
culture through the writings of Richard Dawkins, Daniel Dennett, and many
others. The warning signs of this loss of transcendence have been expressed by
Page 4/13

Get Free The Souls Upward Yearning Clues To Our Transcendent
thinkers as diverse as Carl Jung (psychiatrist), Mircea Eliade (historian of
religion), Gabriel Marcel (philosopher), C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien. These
warnings were validated by a 2004 study in the American Journal of Psychiatry
which showed that the absence of religion alone was responsible for a marked
increase in suicide rates, sense of meaningless, substance abuse, separation
from family, and other psychiatric problems. Thus, the loss of transcendence is
negatively affecting not only individuals’ sense of happiness, dignity, ideals,
virtues, and destiny, but also the culture. Ironically, the evidence for
transcendence is greater today than in any other period in history. The problem is
– this evidence has not been compiled and propagated. Fr. Spitzer’s book
provides a bright light in the midst of this cultural darkness by presenting both
traditional and contemporary evidence for God and a transphysical soul from
several major sources. He also shows how human consciousness and
intelligence is completely special – and cannot be replicated by artificial
intelligence or animal consciousness. We are transcendent beings with souls
capable of surviving bodily death – self-reflective beings aware of perfect truth,
love, goodness, and beauty. We are beings with an unrestricted capacity to know
and create science, law, culture, art, music, literature, and so much more. The
evidence reveals that we have the dignity of being created in the very image of
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God, and if we underestimate it, we will undervalue one another, underlive our
lives, and underachieve our destiny. This work is the most comprehensive
treatment of human transcendence available today.
Why would an all-loving God allow suffering? Aren't suffering and love opposed
to one another? Does suffering have any benefit for this life? Does it have any
benefit for eternal life? Is there any objective evidence for God – for a soul that
will survive bodily death – for the resurrection of Jesus? If there is testable,
objective evidence for a resurrection, what is this resurrection like? Who is God
anyway – benevolent and loving or angry and retributive? Father Spitzer gives a
comprehensive explanation of contemporary evidence for God, the soul, and the
resurrection, and helps us understand how God uses suffering to lead us to the
resurrection, and to compassion for others. He also shows how the Holy Spirit
guides us through times of suffering toward our salvation – and other's salvation,
explaining the signs and interior movements that reveal the Spirit's actions. But
even armed with this eternal perspective, serious questions remain. If God has
power over nature, why doesn't He just perform a lot more miracles when we
pray for them so that we won't have to suffer? Why did God make the natural
world imperfect in the first place? Wouldn't it have been better to create us in a
world without suffering – without challenge, need, and self-sacrifice? Father
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Spitzer not only addresses the perplexing questions associated with suffering but
he teaches us how to suffer well. He points out some of the most common errors
we make in interpreting God's motives for and alleviation of suffering. He explains
why suffering – in combination with love – is one of the most powerful motivating
agents for personal, cultural, and societal development. Suffering and love are
inextricably bound up with one another on the highest levels of human meaning.
This timely and fascinating work addresses questions of ultimate concerns for Christian
believers by clarifying what religious believers’ statement “God creates” means in
relation to the mechanistic determinism of science enthusiasts and the New Atheist
Movement. Drawing from the methodological works of C.S. Peirce, Bernard Lonergan,
and Wolfhart Pannenberg, the book creatively shows how the old science-theology
conflict, or “warfare”, can be turned into one of collaboration or rapprochement. Using
the works of these three thinkers, it departs from the common practice of treating the
field of science-theology as an abstract mainstream theology. The book takes a stand
on contextual theology, treating the problem posed by Richard Dawkins and his fellow
New Atheists as one in need of a creative solution. It also suggests that the dialogue
between science and theology must take seriously the experiences and challenges
from different social and cultural contexts. The text shows how these experiences can
lead to the kind of creative theological thinking we see in the works of Pannenberg and
Lonergan, who both explicate, not only how an understanding of an evolutionary
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universe is compatible with the Christian doctrine of creation, but also how a
methodological comparison of science and theology reveals a common concern for
human understanding and openness to divine agency.
??????????????
Spiritual Writer, theologian, and philosopher, Fr. Robert Spitzer S.J., tackles the topic of
recognizing and overcoming spiritual evil. His focus is the human heart. His goal: our
spiritual and moral transformation, which leads to true peace and genuine happiness.
The book is divided into two main parts: (1) the realities of God's goodness and of
spiritual evil, and (2) recognizing and overcoming the diabolical tactics of deception,
temptation, and sin. The author synthesizes the best advice given by Catholic spiritual
masters throughout the ages and gives a practical guide to implementing it in our busy
lives. Father Spitzer provides the biblical and theological background of Jesus' victory
over evil. He also explores the reality of the devil, including extraordinary manifestations
of diabolic activity such as possession. With insights from modern psychology, he
shows how prayer can transform the subconscious psyche, making us better able to
resist temptation, detach from the world, and grow in holiness.
One of the hottest topics in contemporary culture is happiness—so much so that the
United Nations declared an International Happiness Day in response to the immense
popularityof Pharrell Williams’ song “Happy”. The explanation for this current fixation
seems to lie in the contrary phenomenon—unhappiness. Despite the fact that we have
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tremendous access to every imaginable form of entertainment, we experience a
pervading sense of insecurity, emptiness, and malaise amid sporadic peak
experiences. The problem seems to lie less in the external environment than in the
internal one. We seem, in the words of Viktor Frankl, to be suffering from an absence of
meaning that pervades both individuals and societies, giving rise to a collective
emptiness, loneliness, and alienation. Finding True Happiness attempts to provide a
way out of this personal and cultural vacuum by helping people to identify and then
reach for happiness. As Aristotle noted 2,400 years ago, happiness is the one thing we
can choose for its own sake—everything else is chosen for the sake of happiness. After
an exhaustive investigation of philosophical, psychological, and theological systems of
happiness, author Fr. Spitzer developed the “Four Levels of Happiness”, which he
based on the classical thinkers Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, and Aquinas; the
contemporary philosophers Marcel, Scheler, Buber, Ricoeur, and Jaspers; and the
modern psychologists Maslow, Frankl, Erikson, Seligman, Kohlberg and Gilligan.
Finding True Happiness is both a philosophical itinerary and a practical guidebook for
life’s most important journey—from the mundane and the meaningless to transcendent
fulfillment No other book currently available combines such breadth of practical advice
and such depth of philosophical, psychological, and spiritual wisdom.
The Universe We Think In arises from a tradition of realism, both philosophical and
political, a universe in which the common sense understanding of things is included in
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our judgement about them. The scope is both vast and narrow – vast because it
Scheindlin has written the first book on Halevi (d. 1141), the greatest of premodern
Hebrew poets pilgrimage from Spain to Israel. A detailed narrative of his journey,
interwoven with poems and samples of original documents is crowned by the complete
corpus of Halevi's pilgrimage poems in new verse translations, accompanied by
discussions.
The Soul's Upward YearningClues to our Transcendent Nature from Experience to
ReasonIgnatius Press
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
John Field is the most misunderstood composer in the history of classical music. The author, a
former educator, classical pianist, and member of the Aldenori Piano Trio, finally sets the
record straight. Pianists both professional and amateur, educators, teachers of piano
performance, and musicologists who want to meet the real John Field and understand his
finest creations, the nocturnes, will find this book indispensable.
Let us not pray to avoid danger, but pray to be fearless in the face of danger. Tagor Malala has
liked reading and studying since she was a child, but after the religious extremist Taliban came
to power, they used radio to warn every day, Girls are not allowed to go to school. Malala was
not afraid. She bravely said: I have an Education Right." Taliban fighters jumped onto the
school bus where Malala was riding and shot at her. The bullet passed through her head, neck,
and shoulders. She was taken to a hospital in the UK, where many doctors worked hard to give
her first aid.
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In this second volume of the Called Out of Darkness trilogy, Father Robert Spitzer, S.J., draws
together some of the best advice given by Catholic spiritual masters across the ages and
brings it into harmony with modern scientific research, offering practical ways to live out the
gospel in our busy days. It is a roadmap to a deeper relationship with the Lord and to authentic
transformation through the imitation of Christ. Giving evidence that Jesus established just one
Church, with Peter as its head, Spitzer shows that the Catholic Church—with its rich array of
sacraments, teachings, prayer traditions, and lived examples of holiness—continues to be fertile
ground for profound Christian conversion. But no true conversion is purely spiritual; it must
bear fruit in our daily lives. Father Spitzer guides readers through the workings of moral
transformation, with detailed sketches of all the cardinal and theological virtues, especially
love. Using insights from Saint Ignatius of Loyola, as well as from modern psychology, Escape
from Evil's Darkness concludes with an in-depth study of the sacrament of confession and the
staggering power of God's loving mercy.
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Psychology as the Discipline of Interiority is the first collection of essays dedicated to the study
and application of Psychology as the Discipline of Interiority—a new ‘wave’ within Analytical
Psychology which pushes off from the work of C. G. Jung and James Hillman. The book
reflects upon the notion of psychology developed by German psychoanalyst Wolfgang
Giegerich, whose Hegelian turn sheds light on the notion of soul, or psyche, and its inner logic
and ‘thought’, forming a radical new basis from which to ground a modern psychology with
soul. The book’s theme - ‘the psychological difference’ - is applied to topics including
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analytical theory, clinical practice, and contemporary issues, ranging from C. G. Jung’s
Mysterium, to case studies, to the nuclear bomb and the Shoah. Psychology as the Discipline
of Interiority expounds upon the complexity, depth, and innovativeness of Giegerich’s thought,
reflecting the various ways in which international scholars have creatively explored a
speculative psychology founded upon the notion of soul. The contributors here include clinical
psychologists, Jungian analysts, and international scholars. With a new chapter by Wolfgang
Giegerich and a foreword by David Miller, Psychology as the Discipline of Interiority will be
essential reading for depth and clinical psychologists, Jungian psychoanalysts in practice and
in training, and academics and students of post-Jungian studies. It is also relevant reading for
all those interested in the history of philosophical thought and what it means to think in the
highly sophisticated and technological world of the twenty-first century.
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