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Freemason
An electrifying thriller about the rise of extremism.
Two ritual murders—one in Rome and one in
Jerusalem—rekindles an ancient rivalry between
modern-day secret societies for knowledge lost at
the fall of the Third Reich. Detective Antoine Marcas
unwillingly teams up with the strong-willed Jade
Zewinski to chase Neo-Nazi assassins across
Europe. They must unravel an arcane mystery,
sparked by information from newly revealed KGB
files. Inspired from the true story of mysterious
Freemason files thought to hold a terrible secret,
stolen by the SS in 1940, recovered by the Red
Army in 1945 and returned half a century later. First
in a hugely successful series that has sold over 1.5
million copies in France and is translated into
seventeen languages.
'Convincingly researched and thoroughly
entertaining' - Wall Street Journal THE TIMES BEST
BOOKS OF 2020 'This book shows that, despite
rumours of demon dwarfs, piano-playing crocodiles
and world domination, the real story of the
Freemasons is one of male eccentricity.' 'The Craft is
a superb book that often reads like an adventure
novel. It's informative, fascinating and often very
funny. The depth of research is awe-inspiring, but
what really makes this book is the author's visceral
understanding of what constitutes a good story.' Page 1/18
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The Times Book of the Week '[John Dickie] takes on
this sensational subject with a wry turn of phrase and
the cool judgment of a fine historian... I enjoyed this
book enormously. Dickie's gaze is both wide and
penetrating. He makes a persuasive case for
masonry's historic importance.' - Dominic
Sandbrook, Sunday Times 'The Craft is a shadow
history of modernity. Though more sober than most
lodge meetings, it is, like its subject, ingenious and
frequently bizarre... The Craft is well-crafted and
sensible, making good use of English archives which
have only recently been opened.' - Spectator ***
Insiders call it 'the Craft'. To the rest of us,
Freemasonry is mysterious and suspect. Yet its story
is peopled by some of the most distinguished men of
the last three centuries: Winston Churchill and Walt
Disney; Wolfgang Mozart and Shaquille O'Neal;
Benjamin Franklin and Buzz Aldrin; Rudyard Kipling
and 'Buffalo Bill' Cody; Duke Ellington and the Duke
of Wellington. Founded in London in 1717 as a set of
character-forming ideals and a way of binding men in
fellowship, Freemasonry proved so addictive that
within two decades it had spread across the globe.
Masonic influence became pervasive. Under George
Washington, the Craft became a creed for the new
American nation. Masonic networks held the British
empire together. Under Napoleon, the Craft became
a tool of authoritarianism and then a cover for
revolutionary conspiracy. Both the Mormon Church
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and the Sicilian mafia owe their origins to
Freemasonry. The Masons were as feared as they
were influential. In the eyes of the Catholic Church,
Freemasonry has always been a den of devilworshippers. For Hitler, Mussolini and Franco the
Lodges spread the diseases of pacifism, socialism
and Jewish influence, so had to be crushed.
Professor Dickie's The Craft is a surprising and
enthralling exploration of a movement that not only
helped to forge modern society, but still has
substantial contemporary influence. With 400,000
members in Britain, over a million in the USA, and
around six million across the world, understanding
the role of Freemasonry is as important now as it
has ever been.
Modern Freemasonry in the United States and Great
Britain celebrates its 300th anniversary in 2017
tracing its direct history from the Grand Lodge of
England founded in 1717. This text is intended to
provide a theory of origin for the Fraternity. It is
based on available sources, many of which are not
Masonic in nature, but cover the disciplines of
history, religion, ethics, economics, politics, and
labor development. The book begins with an
overview of how the Fraternity initiated members in
the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, and
includes the ancient Legend of Noah. It then reviews
how history is written and exams the utilization of
Biblical and legendary accounts in the development
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of a country’s, peoples’, or organization’s history.
The text moves on to the transition from craft guild to
fraternal organization and gives the full text of
Freemasonry’s four oldest documents: Regius
Poem, Cooke Manuscript, Graham Manuscript, and
Schaw Statutes. This is followed by a description of
the London Masons’ Company based on the
assumption that this city-wide organization of
craftsmen chartered in 1481 may have been the
administrative precursor of the Grand Lodge of
England. The author then reviews the demise of craft
guilds and the rise of fraternal societies in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Additional
chapters review the Masonic approach to ritual,
education, and ethical decision making. The text
closes with a discussion of the philosophy of
Freemasonry as well as comments and suggestions
regarding Freemasonry’s future. The last chapter is
a Scottish Charge appropriate to all men, not just
Freemasons.
An experienced Freemason and award-winning
psychologist provides a precise and engaging
exploration of the core meaning and practices of
Freemasonry for the new generation of people
interested in joining the order, and those who are
simply curious in the wake of recent media
coverage. Entertaining books and movies often
depict Freemasonry as a shadowy, mysterious, and
possibly sinister organization, and the TV and
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magazine specials on Freemasonry that inevitably
follow often leave us with more questions than
answers. Mark E. Koltko-Rivera, a practicing thirtysecond-degree Mason, has created a simple,
authoritative, and easy-to-understand introduction to
the history, rites, and meaning of Freemasonry. It
may be the single most reliable short guide to
Masonry, written by a widely recognized
psychologist and scholar of esoteric history. KoltkoRivera's trustworthy handbook explores all the basic
issues around Masonry, like: *What is Freemasonry,
and what is its history? *How does one become a
Freemason? *What are some of the most important
Masonic symbols? *What do Masons get from their
involvement in Freemasonry? What changes does it
make in their inner and outer lives? *What is it like to
participate in the initiatory rituals of Freemasonry?
*What are some of the great historical controversies
and myths surrounding Freemasonry? *How is
Masonry relevant today?
First written in 1890, The Etiquette of Freemasonry
is a timeless window into the mysterious traditions
and practices of one of history’s most intriguing
secret societies. This straightforward guide blends
instruction with philosophical reasoning to capture
the true spirit of the Freemason brethren. Readers
will get the chance to walk in the footsteps of the
Freemasons and finally peek behind the veil of
mystery. Discover such hidden mysteries as: the
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meaning of the “Jewels of the Lodge,” how ancient
ceremonial rites are conducted, and the details of
rituals of ascension required to become a First-,
Second-, and Third-degree Mason. A vital resource
for historians, students, Freemasons, and anyone
who has ever been interested in modern cults, The
Etiquette of Freemasonry answers the question,
“What does it mean to be a Free and Accepted
Mason?”
Containing Monitorial Instructions in the degrees of
Entered Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, and Master
Masons, with Explanatory Notes, Emendations, and
Lectures; together with the Ceremonies of
Consecration and Dedication of New Lodges,
Installation of Grand and Suborninate Officers,
Laying of Foundation Stones, Dedication of Masonic
Halls, etc.
Gold. Obsession. Secrets. Following the murder of a
Freemason brother, Antoine Marcas uncovers unsettling
truths about gold and its power to fascinate and corrupt. A
priceless sword is stolen and deaths ensue setting the
Freemason detective on a case of Masons turned bad. A clue
points to mysteries and conspiracy about elusive pure gold,
launching a frantic, deadly race between two symbolic placesthe Statue of Liberty and the Eiffel Tower. A captivating plot
weaves alchemy and the Middle Ages into a modern-day
thriller. Part of an international, best-selling series that has
sold 2 million copies worldwide, with "vivid characters, an
evocative international setting, and history darker than
midnight." For readers who love ancient myths, secret
societies, chilling narrative and modern speed.
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For those who are captivated by the Freemasons, Freemason
Symbols & Ceremonies For Dummies takes you into the
world of this secret Fraternal organization, explaining all
things mysterioud from its elaborate rituals and cryptic rites,
to its curious symbols and their meanings. Brought to you by
the author of Freemasons For Dummies, readers will get the
inside scoop on what goes on in a Masonic meeting, what's
behind that secret hand shake, and why Masons wear
aprons. You'll understand the true purposes of Masonic
"secrecy" and philosophy and discover related organizations
like the Knights Templar, the Scottish Rite, and other York
Rite Bodies. Explore the controversies and conspiracy
theories that swirl around this organization and discover the
cool Masonic sites at the center of Dan Brown's bestselling
novel The Lost Symbol.
The discovery of a mysterious object in the U.S. Capitol
building and a subsequent kidnapping lead Harvard
symbologist Robert Langdon into a web of mysterious codes,
secret locations, and hidden knowledge.
Can the ancestry of freemasonry really be traced back to the
Knights Templar? Is the image of the eye in a triangle on the
back of the dollar bill one of its cryptic signs? Is there a
conspiracy that stretches through centuries and generations
to align this shadow organization and its secret rituals to
world governments and religions? Myths persist and abound
about the freemasons, Margaret C. Jacob notes. But what are
their origins? How has an early modern organization of
bricklayers and stonemasons aroused so much public
interest? In The Origins of Freemasonry, Jacob throws back
the veil from a secret society that turns out not to have been
very secret at all. What factors contributed to the
extraordinarily rapid spread of freemasonry over the course of
the eighteenth century, and why were so many of the era's
most influential figures drawn to it? Using material from the
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archives of leading masonic libraries in Europe, Jacob
examines masonic almanacs and pocket diaries to get closer
to what living as a freemason might have meant on a daily
basis. She explores the persistent connections between
masons and nascent democratic movements, as each lodge
set up a polity where an individual's standing was meant to be
based on merit, rather than on birth or wealth, and she
demonstrates, beyond any doubt, how active a role women
played in the masonic movement.
"Test every fellow of the craft and every apprentice on the art
of memory and science thereof." The Second William Schaw
Statutes (1599) Freemasons have unique memorization
needs. Long passages must be remembered verbatim, yet
there are strict restrictions on writing, recording, or even
speaking certain esoteric portions outside of the lodge,
making unsuitable many of the memorization techniques used
by the general public. Fortunately, the craft is not without its
working tools. "Solomon's Memory Palace" provides step-bystep instructions on how to construct the rare "memoria
verborum" memory palace and discusses the curious ties
between the art of memory and Speculative Freemasonry.
This “stupendous ethnography of female Freemasonry in
Italy” reveals the fascinating paradox of elitism and exclusion
experienced by “female brothers” (Michael Herzfeld, author
of Evicted from Eternity). From its cryptic images on the dollar
bill to Dan Brown’s The Lost Symbol, the Freemasons have
long been one of the most romanticized secret societies in
the world. But a simple fact escapes most depictions of this
elite brotherhood: there are also female members. In this
groundbreaking ethnography, Lilith Mahmud takes readers
inside Masonic lodges of contemporary Italy, where she
observes the ritualistic and fraternal bonds forged among
Freemason women. Offering a tantalizing look behind lodge
doors, The Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters unveils a
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complex culture of discretion in which Freemasons reveal
some truths and hide others. Female initiates—one of
Freemasonry’s best-kept secrets—are often upper class and
highly educated, yet avowedly antifeminist. Their selfcultivation through the Masonic path is an effort to embrace
the deeply gendered ideals of fraternity. In this lively
investigation, Mahmud unravels the contradictions at the
heart of Freemasonry: an organization responsible for many
of the egalitarian concepts of the Enlightenment and yet one
that has always been, and in Italy still remains, extremely
exclusive. The result is not only a thrilling look at a
surprisingly influential world, but a reevaluation of the modern
values we now take for granted

The Hidden Secret Power of Freemasonry by Robert
Kalian, P.M.
Provides an in-depth history of freemasonry, exploring
the inner workings of the powerful secret society, refuting
many of the myths about the order, and shedding new
light on the contributions of the freemasons to world
history.
Long recognized as more than the writings of a dozen or
so philosophes, the Enlightenment created a new
secular culture populated by the literate and the affluent.
Enamoured of British institutions, Continental Europeans
turned to the imported masonic lodges and found in them
a new forum that was constitutionally constructed and
logically egalitarian. Originating in the Middle Ages, when
stone-masons joined together to preserve their
professional secrets and to protect their wages, the
English and Scottish lodges had by the eighteenth
century discarded their guild origins and become an
international phenomenon that gave men and eventually
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some women a place to vote, speak, discuss and
debate. Margaret Jacob argues that the hundreds of
masonic lodges founded in eighteenth-century Europe
were among the most important enclaves in which
modern civil society was formed. In France, the
Netherlands, Belgium, and Britain men and women
freemasons sought to create a moral and social order
based upon reason and virtue, and dedicated to the
principles of liberty and equality. A forum where
philosophers met with men of commerce, government,
and the professions, the masonic lodge created new
forms of self-government in microcosm, complete with
constitutions and laws, elections, and representatives.
This is the first comprehensive history of Enlightenment
freemasonry, from the roots of the society's political
philosophy and evolution in seventeenth-century
England and Scotland to the French Revolution. Based
on never-before-used archival sources, it will appeal to
anyone interested in the birth of modernity in Europe or
in the cultural milieu of the European Enlightenment.
Many people have heard of Freemasonry, but few have
any idea what it is, what it does, or why it exists.
Freemasonry is not a religion, but rather a spiritual selfhelp society whose declared purpose is to help members
become better citizens, and it has a strong track record
of doing just that since it began in Scotland in the 15th
century. Freemasonry For Beginners explores the
objectives and teaching methods of Freemasonry and
describes its influence on society in the past, present,
and future. It recounts the origins of the movement in
Scotland and its spread to North America and the rest of
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the world. Not least of all, it shows how Masonic
teachings have helped so many members over the
centuries learn the skills to become leaders in society,
science, and the arts.
In Masonic Temples, William D. Moore introduces
readers to the structures American Freemasons erected
over the sixty-year period from 1870 to 1930, when these
temples became a ubiquitous feature of the American
landscape. As representations of King Solomon’s
temple in ancient Jerusalem erected in almost every
American town and city, Masonic temples provided
specially designed spaces for the enactment of this
influential fraternity’s secret rituals. Using New York
State as a case study, Moore not only analyzes the
design and construction of Masonic structures and
provides their historical context, but he also links the
temples to American concepts of masculinity during this
period of profound economic and social transformation.
By examining edifices previously overlooked by
architectural and social historians, Moore decodes the
design and social function of Masonic architecture and
offers compelling new insights into the construction of
American masculinity. Four distinct sets of Masonic ritual
spaces—the Masonic lodge room, the armory and drill
room of the Knights Templar, the Scottish Rite
Cathedral, and the Shriners’ mosque – form the central
focus of this volume. Moore argues that these spaces
and their accompanying ceremonies communicated four
alternative masculine archetypes to American
Freemasons—the heroic artisan, the holy warrior, the
adept or wise man, and the frivolous jester or fool.
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Although not a Freemason, Moore draws from his
experience as director of the Chancellor Robert R
Livingston Masonic Library in New York City, where
heutilized sources previously inaccessible to scholars.
His work should prove valuable to readers with interests
in vernacular architecture, material culture, American
studies, architectural and social history, Freemasonry,
and voluntary associations.
An exploration of how modern Freemasonry enabled
Isaac Newton and his like-minded contemporaries to
flourish • Shows that Freemasonry, as a mystical order,
was conceived as something new--an amalgam of
alchemy and science that had little to do with operative
Freemasonry • Reveals how Newton and his friends
crafted this “speculative,” symbolic Freemasonry as a
model for the future of England • Connects Rosslyn
Chapel, Henry Sinclair, and the Invisible College to
Newton and his role in 17th-century Freemasonry
Freemasonry, as a fraternal order of scientists and
philosophers, emerged in the 17th century and
represented something new--an amalgam of alchemy
and science that allowed the creative genius of Isaac
Newton and his contemporaries to flourish. In Isaac
Newton’s Freemasonry, Alain Bauer presents the swirl
of historical, sociological, and religious influences that
sparked the spiritual ferment and transformation of that
time. His research shows that Freemasonry represented
a crossroads between science and spirituality and
became the vehicle for promoting spiritual and
intellectual egalitarianism. Isaac Newton was seminal in
the “invention” of this new form of Freemasonry, which
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allowed Newton and other like-minded associates to free
themselves of the church’s monopoly on the intellectual
milieu of the time. This form of Freemasonry created an
ideological blueprint that sought to move England
beyond the civil wars generated by its religious conflicts
to a society with scientific progress as its foundation and
standard. The “science” of these men was rooted in the
Hermetic tradition and included alchemy and even
elements of magic. Yet, in contrast to the endless
reinterpretations of church doctrine that fueled the
conflicts ravaging England, this new society of Accepted
Freemasons provided an intellectual haven and creative
crucible for scientific and political progress. This book
reveals the connections of Rosslyn Chapel, Henry
Sinclair, and the Invisible College to Newton’s role in
17th-century Freemasonry and opens unexplored trails
into the history of Freemasonry in Europe.
Explores the American Masonic system and its strengths and
failings • Examines the history of Freemasonry in the United
States from the colonial era and the Revolutionary War to the
rise of the Scottish branch onward • Investigates the racial
split in American Freemasonry between black lodges and
white and how, unlike French lodges, women are ineligible to
become Masons in the U.S. • Reveals the factors that have
resulted in shrinking Masonic enrollment in America and
explores the revitalization work done by the Grand Lodge of
California Freemasonry bears the imprint of the society in
which it exists, and Freemasonry in North America is no
exception. While keeping close ties to French lodges until
1913, American Freemasonry was also deeply influenced by
the experiences of many early American political leaders,
leading to distinctive differences from European lodges.
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Offering an unobstructed view of the American system and its
strengths and failings, Alain de Keghel, an elder of the Grand
Orient de France and, since 1999, a lifetime member of the
Scottish Rite Research Society (Southern U.S. jurisdiction),
examines the history of Freemasonry in the United States
from the colonial era to the Revolutionary War to the rise of
the Scottish branch onward. He reveals the special
relationship between the French Masonic hero, the Marquis
de Lafayette, and the Founding Fathers, especially George
Washington and Benjamin Franklin, including French
Freemasonry’s role in the American Revolution. He also
explores Franklin’s Masonic membership, including how he
was Elder of the lodge of the Nine Sisters in Paris. The author
investigates the racial split in American Freemasonry
between black lodges and white and how, unlike French
lodges, women are ineligible to become Masons in the U.S.
He examines how American Freemasonry has remained
deeply religious across the centuries and forbids discussion
of religious or social issues in its lodges, unlike some
branches of French Freemasonry, which removed belief in
God as a prerequisite for membership in 1877 and whose
lodges operate in some respects as philosophical debating
societies. Revealing the factors that have resulted in shrinking
Masonic enrollment in America, the author explores the
revitalization work done by the Grand Lodge of California and
sounds the call to make Freemasonry and its principles
relevant to America once again.
First published in 1950, the FREEMASONS' GUIDE AND
COMPENDIUM is filled with authentic, detailed information on
a wide variety of subjects related to masons and masonry.
Written by an experienced Freemason with the interests of
rank-and-file members of the ordinary lodge in
mind'especially the young Craftsman who wishes to learn the
nature of Freemasonry's claim to have a history that goes
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back to ancient days'it provides key facts about masonic
history, tradition, and lore. In doing so, the book offers a far
greater scope of information than any other comparable work.
And Bernard E. Jones critically examines conflicting ideas
about how some of the traditions came to be, coming to
conclusions of his own.The early chapters of FREEMASONS'
GUIDE AND COMPENDIUM describe how the masonic
guilds arose in eleven-century England after the Norman
conquest. From there Jones moves into the emergence of
speculative Freemasonry in the late medieval period and
explores its amazing growth as an esoteric system during the
eighteenth century.The major part of the book consists of a
comprehensive, systematic presentation of information about
masonry's customs, principles and tenets, words and
phrases, lodge appointments and working tools, symbols and
emblems. With the help of the guide and compendium, the
Craftsman will have no difficulty in making daily progress in
masonic knowledge, and the thorough, exhaustive index will
help him to access a great store of knowledge.As interest in
the subject of Freemasonry continues to grow, as seen in the
movie NATIONAL TREASURE and in Dan Brown's
forthcoming book, the FREEMASONS' GUIDE AND
COMPENDIUM will be a valuable source of information for
anyone who wants to research and understand the masons.
With over four million members worldwide, and two million in
the U.S., Freemasonry is the largest fraternal organization in
the world. Published in conjunction with the National Heritage
Museum, this extravagantly illustrated volume offers an
overview of Freemasonry’s origins in seventeenth-century
Scotland and England before exploring its evolving role in
American history, from the Revolution through the labor and
civil rights movements, and into the twenty-first century.
American Freemasons explores some of the causes for the
rise and fall of membership in the fraternity and why it has
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attracted men in such large numbers for centuries. American
Freemasons is the perfect introduction to understanding a
society that, while shrouded in mystery, has played an
integral role in the lives and communities of millions of
Americans. Copublished with the National Heritage Museum
This is a powerful and easy to read insight into one of the
world's oldest secret societies or organizations. Elijah
Muhammad makes a strong case with irrefutable evidence
that their symbolism points directly to the American Blackman
and woman's slavery, mental death and eventual "mental
resurrection" (being raised).
A detailed and intriguing account of the rituals and symbolism
from its origins to today.
American FreemasonsThree Centuries of Building
CommunitiesNYU Press

Freemasonry is one of the oldest and most
widespread voluntary organizations in the world.
Over the course of three centuries men (and women)
have organized themselves socially and voluntarily
under its name. With a strong sense of liberation,
moral enlightenment, cosmopolitan openness and
forward-looking philanthropy, freemasonry has
attracted some of the sharpest minds in history and
has created a strong platform for nascent civil
societies across the globe. With the secrecy of
internally communicated knowledge, the clandestine
character of organization, and the enactment of
rituals and the elaborate use of symbols,
freemasonry has also opened up feelings of distrust,
as well as allegations of secretiveness and
conspiracy. This Very Short Introduction introduces
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the inner activities of freemasonry, and the rituals,
symbols and practices. Looking at the development
of the organizational structure of masonry from the
local to the global level, Andreas Onnerfors
considers perceptions of freemasonry from the
outside world, and navigates through the prevalent
fictions and conspiracy theories. He also discusses
how freemasonry has from its outset struggled with
issues of exclusion based upon gender, race and
religion, despite promoting tolerant openness and
inclusion. Finally Onnerfors shines a light on the
rarely discussed but highly compelling history of
female agency in Masonic and Para-Masonic orders.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
From the illustrious George Washington and the
infamous J. Edgar Hoover to brilliant imaginer Walt
Disney and bad boy of baseball Ty Cobb,
Freemasons have influenced every aspect of
American life. Yet this secret society remains as
controversial and mysterious as ever. In this book,
you'll learn the truth about: The power and meaning
behind the symbols, rites, and rituals Alleged
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connections with Jack the Ripper, the KKK, and the
Holy Grail Freemasons vs. the Nazis The centurieslong rivalry with the Catholic Church Freemasonry's
growing influence here and abroad As the largest and oldest - fraternal organization, the Freemasons
will continue to shape the world we live in for the
foreseeable future. With this tell-all guide, you'll
unravel the mystery of this intriguing society - one
secret at a time!
'Most [Freemasons] have been ordinary men who
have attempted to live their lives by the practical
lessons of morality, duty and service which they
have learned in their lodges.' - HRH the Duke of
Kent Despite a long and noble ancestry stretching
back to 1500 BC, Freemasonry has enjoyed mixed
fortunes in recent times. Banned in some places
while flourishing in others, the brotherhood has been
vilified and applauded in equal measure. This book
explores its fascinating history and examines the
laudable aims espoused by its founding fathers. The
Freemasons covers: • The roots of Freemasonry
and its spread around most of the world • The
Brotherhood's rites and rituals, its ideals, and virtues
• The influence of Freemasonry on modern notions
of democracy and the rights of the individual
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